
HELP & SHELTER/ UN WOMEN PROJECT- KAP SURVEY RESULTS –DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 

SECTION 1: DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 

KAP survey was carried out among residents of 5 project communities, Belle West, Vive La Force, Patentia and Sisters 

Villages. Individual questionnaires were used to gather information from a total of 76 respondents, 66 females and 10 males. 

Sex Number 

Females 66 

Males 10 

 

1.  Age group of respondents 

The 76 respondents, 55 females and 10 males were quite equitably spread across age groups with the highest number in the 26-

35 age group followed by those in 18-25, 36-45 and 46-55 age groups. The least amount of respondents came from the 56+ age 

group as indicated below. 

 

Age Percentage 

 26-35  28% 

18-25 26% 

36-45 16% 

46-55 16% 

56+ 12% 

 

 

2. Ethnicity of respondents 
The majority of respondents were of East Indian descent followed in descending order by respondents of African descent. 

Amerindian and Mixed descent 

 

Ethnicity Percentage 

Indo-Guyanese  62% 

Afro Guyanese 18% 

Amerindian 11% 

Mixed 7% 

 

3. Union/marital status of respondents 
The majority of respondents were legally married followed by those in common law unions, then those who were single, 

widowed, divorced or separated 

 

Union/Marital Status Percentage 

 Married 46% 

Living Home/Common Law 28% 

Single 17% 

Widowed 5% 

Divorced/Separated 1% 

 

 

4.     Religion of respondents 
The largest number of both male and female respondents were Christians followed in descending order by Hindus and Muslims 

and other religions specified as Madras which is most closely linked with Guyanese of South Indian descent. 

 

Religion Percentage 

Christianity 59% 

Hinduism 26% 

Islam 8% 

Other 5% 



 

 

SECTION 2: HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION 

 

5. Number of children of respondents 
 

# of Children Percentage 

3-4 35% 

1-2  26% 

None  28% 

More than 4 9% 

 

 

6.  Head of the household (person responsible for making primary decisions)  

The majority of respondents identified husbands or male partners as head of households, a smaller but significant number 

of respondents 20% indicated that jointly husband/male partner & wife/female partner shared equal responsibility as heads 

of household. Extended family structures with single young adults identified elderly parents as heads of household, while 

there was also a significant number of respondents who identified other family members within an extended family 

structure i.e. father in law; mother in law, granddaughter in law, grandchildren etc. 

 

Head Of Household Percentage 

Husband/Male Partner 43% 

Husband & Wife 20% 

Wife 7% 

Elderly Parents 11% 

Other 17% 

 

7.   Main income earner in your household 
Majority of respondents identified husband or male partner as main income earner followed by wife/ female partner and elderly 

parents. A smaller percentage of respondents identified wives. Some respondents were uncomfortable with sharing such 

information with interviewers 

Main Income Earner Percentage 

Husband/Male Partner 60% 

Wife 13% 

 Elderly Parents 13% 

Husband & Wife 1% 

Other 5% 

Unresponsive 5% 

 

 

8.  Main decision maker on how money is spent in the household 
Even though respondents jointly identified husbands/male partners as the main financial decision making, when disaggregated 

by sex, female respondents chose wives/ female partners as main decision makers (36%) over husbands & male partners; while 

male respondents overwhelmingly (70%) identified husbands/male partners as main financial decision makers. 

 

Main decision maker on how money is spent Percentage 

Husband/Male Partner 44% 

Husband & Wife   Wife 23% 

Husband & Wife 15% 

Elderly Parents 11% 

Other 5% 

 

 

 

 



SECTION 3. PERCEPTIONS OF VIOLENCE 

 

9.  Describe in your own words what is domestic violence? (Please tick all boxes of DV abuse, interviewee was able 

to identify) 

Respondent were more familiar with physical and verbal forms of domestic violence and less familiar with emotional and 

psychological forms. Financial or economic abuse was a form of DV that the most of respondents were unfamiliar with 

and only female respondents were able to identify these forms. Sexual abuse was also only identified by a small 

percentage of female and male respondents.  

   

Knowledge of  forms of DV Percentage 

Physical abuse 71% 

Verbal abuse 48% 

Emotional/psychological abuse 12% 

Sexual abuse 21% 

Financial/ economic abuse 6% 

 

 

10.  How often domestic violence takes place in your community? 

Male & female respondents mostly identified DV as occurring not often with a 5% difference between female and male 

respondents answers (45%:50%). Both female and male respondents also identified DV as occurring very often in descending 

order but with a 10% difference between female & male responses (30%:20%). Additionally more male respondents than 

female respondents were not aware of the frequency of DV. 

 

Frequency of DV Percentage 

Not often 47% 

Quite often 14% 

Very often 25% 

Don’t know 13% 

 

 

11.  Do you know anyone in your community who is experiencing domestic violence? 

The high average of 60%, of both female and male respondents who knew of someone in their community who was 

experiencing DV indicates that this is a pervasive problem. Females respondents indicated a higher percentage than male 

respondents (71%:50%) for personally knowing someone experiencing DV in their community and a lower number than male 

respondents for not knowing anyone (29%:50%) 

 

Personal knowledge of someone experiencing DV Percentage 

Yes 60% 

No 39% 

 

 

12. What do women do when faced with domestic violence in your community? (Please tick all that apply.) 

Both female and male respondents agreed that most abused women take no action with female respondents, indicating a 10% 

increase over male respondents (50%:40%). While average percentages for female and male respondents indicated that seeking 

help from family members rated as the second most taken action and reporting to police as the third in descending order; female 

respondents rated reporting to police as second and seeking help from family members as their third option. Additionally 

seeking help from friends, moving out and taking court action were options chosen only by female respondents.  

 

Action taken by those experiencing DV Percentage 

Do nothing 45% 

Seek help from family members 30% 

Report to police 21% 

Seek help from friends 14% 

Leave marriage/relationship 11% 

Move out 10% 

Inform community or neighbours 5% 

Take Court action 2% 

 



 

SECTION 4: ATTITUDES TOWARDS VIOLENCE 

 

13.  Do you think that domestic violence is OK/acceptable? 
94% of female respondents and 80% of male respondents both agreed that DV is not OK or acceptable giving an average of 

87%, while 10% of male respondents and only 1% of female respondents agreed that DV is OK or acceptable giving an overall 

response of 5%.  

  

Acceptance of DV Percentage 

No 87% 

Never 7% 

Yes 5% 

 

 

 

14.  Do you think that persons who are experiencing domestic violence should be helped (given assistance)? 

Both female and male respondents overwhelmingly agreed that survivors of DV should be given assistance.                                       

 

Agreement of help for DV survivors Percentage 

Yes 100% 

 

 

15.  Do you think that persons who experience domestic violence should be given services/help/assistance from 

Government and other organizations? 
Both female and male respondents overwhelmingly agreed that different types of assistance should be given to survivors of DV. 

However a minority of male respondents 10% in comparison to only 1% female respondents felt that this assistance should be 

given sometimes. 

 

Agreement of Gov. & other org. services/help/assistance for DV Percentage 

Yes 94% 

Sometimes 5% 

 

 

16. Would you be willing to help a person suffering DV abuse? 

Both female and male respondents indicated that they would be willing to help person experiencing DV which was a very 

reassuring response. 

 

Willing to help person experiencing DV Percentage 

Yes 97% 

No 1% 

 

 

17. Do you think people who suffer domestic violence are partly responsible for what happened to them? 
The majority of both female and male respondents agreed that person experiencing DV were sometimes responsible for their 

abuse, even though 60% of males indicated higher percentages than 51% of females. Interestingly16% more females felt that 

DV survivors were responsible for their abuse than the average 13%.  

 

Responsibility of DV survivors for their abuse Percentage 

Sometimes 55% 

No 24% 

Yes 13% 

Unresponsive 6% 

 
 

 

18. Do you think that the police are doing enough to protect people from domestic violence? 
While both female and male respondents agreed that the police were not doing enough to help protect persons from DV, female 

respondents has a 20% higher percentage in answering no to the question than male respondents and 20% lower percentage in 



answering yes than male respondents. 

 

Police doing enough to protect persons from DV Percentage 

No 70% 

Yes 30% 

 

 

 

 

19. Do you think the Law Courts are doing enough to protect people from domestic violence? 

Even though both female and male respondents agreed that the Law Courts were doing enough to protect person from DV the 

63% percentage indicated some degree of confidence in the Court system with no significant difference between the views of 

female and male respondents. 

 

Law Courts doing enough to protect persons from DV Percentage 

Yes 63% 

No 29% 

Unresponsive 6% 

 

 

SECTION 5: PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
 

20. Forms and frequency of domestic violence personally experienced 

Data shown in this Section 5: Personal Experiences of Domestic Violence are responses only from female respondents. Due to 

sensitivity to some of the forms & types of abuse identified, respondents chose not to respond. As indicated highest levels of 

abuse included verbal, physical, emotionally followed by threatening behavior, wounding with a weapon and being put out of 

the house.  

 

 

Forms/types of DV abuse Frequency  Total % abused 

 never rarely sometimes often weekly daily  

Slapped or hit (physical abuse) 39% 27% 20% 6% 6%  59% 

Threatened (verbally or with weapon) 70% 15% 4% 8%  1% 28% 

Assaulted/wounded with weapon 71% 4% 14% 3%   21% 

Verbally abused 23% 21% 26% 11% 3%  61% 

Physical disfigurement of body 83% 4%  1%   5% 

Forced into sexual acts, sexually 

hurt/injured 
77% 1% 4%    5% 

Emotionally abused (feelings hurt, 

cursed, insulted, isolated from friends 

and family 

51% 9% 27% 

 

9%  3% 48% 

Put out of the house 72% 4% 8% 9%   21% 

Damage to property 81% 4% 6% 3%   13% 

Harassed/stalked 85% 1% 11% 1%   13% 

 

 

21. Who did these thing to you? (Please tick all that apply.) 
Husbands or male partners were overwhelmingly identified as perpetrators of the intimate partner domestic abuse experienced 

above. For 7% of the female respondent living in extended families, offenders were identified as father-in-law, parents and 

brothers. 

 

Perpetrators of DV above Percentage 

Partner/husband 70% 

Other 7% 

Not abused 21% 

 

 

 



22. Did you seek medical help for injuries and if not why? 

Most respondents who were abused did not seek medical attention for their injuries due to embarrassment, fear of further 

mistreatment, injuries not requiring medical treatment, no reason; no one to encourage me. I am alone, my family is Indian and I 

am Black, so nobody cares about me; partner would look after the female respondent when the abuse was over; not necessary. 

 

23. Where were you when the violence happened? (Please tick all that apply.) 
85% of female respondents said that they were in their home when the violence occurred with very few respondents 

experiencing domestic violence either in their village or outside of their community, none of the female respondents indicated 

that they experienced any form of violence at their workplaces. However 10% of female respondents also identified the violence 

taking place at in laws homes or over the phone when partners lived abroad. 

 

Where respondents were when the violence 

happened 

Percentage 

In your house 85% 

In your village 6% 

Outside of your community 1% 

Other 10% 

 

 

24. Did the person (s) present at the time of the abuse do anything to help you? 
Of the female respondents who had experienced DV, more of them 36% were not given any help by persons present than the 

21% those who were assisted. Reasons for this were that in many cases those present were either young children who were 

unable to help or perpetrators themselves. Other reasons for not receiving help included survivors blaming themselves;  the 

abuse was not taken seriously; abusive partner’s parents were there and spoke to abuser; help was not necessary; family 

members saw and heard but did not see need to take any action; incident was not considered a big deal; I like to mind my 

business; incident was a minor matter; my mother said it was good for me, I should know that I have to prepare my husband’s 

meals on time; I was encouraged to bear up; perpetrator was encouraged to stop the abuse; abuser was spoken to; my mother 

would quarrel with him; I was told me to leave him; as the violence was happening in my room, my mom tried to break the door 

down to stop the violence 

 

Help given by persons present Percentage 

No 36% 

Yes 21% 

Other (persons who were not abused) 41% 

   

 

25. What has been the most helpful to you so far in coping with the abuse? (Please tick all that apply.) 
While there were 9 options, respondents identified only the four in the table below. Most opted for talking it over with family, 

followed by trying to forget about the episode and talking it over with friends or peers. Responses indicate that female 

respondents were generally reluctant to discuss how they personally coped with personal experiences of DV but those who did 

by and large preferred to keep incidents of domestic violence within the family, to forget about it, talk it over with friends or 

seek religious counselling. Responses again were only from those female respondents who indicated they were abused. 

   

Most helpful in coping with DV Percentage 

Talking it over with family 29% 

Trying to forget about the episode 6% 

Religious counselling 4% 

Talking it over with friends/peers 4% 

 

 

 

SECTION 6: KNOWLEDGE ABOUT SERVICES AVAILABLE 
 

26. Do you know where people who are experiencing DV can go for help? 
A healthy number of female and male respondents indicated that they knew of available social services for adressing domestic 

violence. However more female respondents 84% than male respondents 60% knew of such services. However based on 

personal responses to experiences of DV familiarity with services do not necessarily result in these services being accessed. 

 



Knowledge of service for DV Percentage 

Yes 73% 

No 13% 

No response 12% 

 

 

27. Can you list these places/services? (Please tick all the services that the person can identify.) 
Female and male respondents were somewhat limited in being able to identify available social services. While police stations 

would be the nearest and most easily accessible social service provider, 60% of female respondents but only 30% of male 

respondents identified them as an important resource. Interestingly 70% of male respondents identified Help & Shelter as 

against 53% of female respondents as one of the social service providers. As H&S was conducting the KAP survey and doing 

sensitization session in communities this more than likely contributed to high responses. More male than female respondents 

also identified legal aid and court services as additional resources. A few respondents were also able to identify a number of 

other civil society groups and FBOs as social providers many of these however were not close by with some in different regions 

of the country altogether.  

 

Social services identified Percentage 

Police 45% 

Help & Shelter 61% 

Probation & Welfare (Gov) 39% 

Legal Aid 13% 

Court 7% 

Red Thread 5% 

Shelter for DV survivors 1% 

Other 4% 

 

28. Do you know that there is a law called the DVA (Domestic Violence Act) which protects people from domestic 

violence? 

        

Knowledge there is a Domestic Violence Act Percentage 

Yes 69% 

No 25% 

 

29.  Do you know how the DVA works? 
While overall 69 % of female and male respondents knew that there was a Domestic Violence Act according to responses from the 

previous question, only 9% knew how this Act works indicating that they would be unlikely to use the provision of this Act. 

Considering that the DVA was enacted 19 years ago and the majority of community residents had little or no knowledge of this 

important resource for prevention, protection and prosecution of DV crimes, is reason for great concern and indicates a lack of priority 

at the level of the state to educate the population so they are able to access available legal options. 

 

Do you know how the Domestic Violence Act works Percentage 

No 70% 

Yes 9% 

 

30. Do you know there is a Sexual Offences Act 
Less than half of female and male respondents knew of the SOA and more than likely these respondents would have been 

unaware of changes, new offences & procedures of this Act. The SOA was passed into law about 5 years ago and reflect the 

same lack of priority referred to above in the DVA. 

 

Do you know there is a Sexual Offences Act (SOA) Percentage 

No 52% 

Yes 46% 

 

 

31. Would you like to know about domestic violence and the activities in the community which can help to reduce it 



Only female respondents responded to this question and overwhelmingly the response was positive from them. 

       

Interested in knowing about DV reduction activities Percentage 

Yes 98% 

No 1% 

 

 

SECTION 7: COMMUNITY VIOLENCE 

 

32. Do you feel safe as a woman/man in this community? 
An overall average of 79% of both female and male respondents said they felt safe in their community, however disaggregated 

responses showed that 59% of female respondents felt safe in contrast to 100% of male respondents.  

 

Do you feel safe as a women/man in this community Percentage 

Yes 79% 

No (female respondents only) 18% 

 

 

33. Do you feel safe as a woman/man in your house?  
While overall responses showed high percentage of respondents feeling safe in the houses, disaggregated responses showed that 

male respondents felt safer 90%, than female respondents at 76%. Additionally 20% of female respondents said they had 

moderate to high risks of being raped, 29% of being sexually assaulted, 60% of being robbed and 62% of experiencing property 

theft. 

    

Do you feel safe as a women/man in your house Percentage 

Yes 83% 

No  7% 

 

 

Note: For purposes of reporting results of the KAP survey, information received on child abuse was separated out into a 

separate document for easier reference.                                    


